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Program Note: 
 
Soyuzmultfilm is the name of a Russian animation studio. Founded in the 1930’s, it was the 
Soviet Union’s largest company of its kind and could be considered their version of America’s 
Disney Studios.  After hitting its peak in the 1970’s, it is still in operation today. After viewing a 
number of clips from Soyuzmultfilm online, I was struck by how broodingly serious and 
philosophical the cartoons often were, despite being ostensibly made as children’s entertainment.  
It was with this contradiction in mind that I wrote the themes of this piece, wherein innocence 
and playfulness co-mingle with morose existentialism.  Speaking of morose existentialism, fans 
of Renaissance music may recognize a quotation from lute song composer John Dowland, which 
appears in the second movement.   
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